
Biography 

Heinz Zinner, PhD, is a qualified economist. 

Date of Birth: 02.05.1941 in Hengstererben (now Grebenchna), formerly part of Czechoslovakia. 

In 1947, he relocated to Austria. He attended primary school, secondary school, and then pursued his studies at the 

University of World Trade (Hochschule für Welthandel) in Vienna (now known as Vienna University of Economics and 

Business since 1975). He completed his studies on April 1, 1965, obtaining a doctoral degree in economics. 

In 1962, he received training and worked at "Raccolta" (paper factories Ortmann, Lenzing, and Wattens), and 

subsequently at a subsidiary company, Bunzl and Biach AG. He worked as a trade representative. 

Following his military service, Dr. Zinner joined the Austrian branch of Ekman & Co AB in Vienna, where he worked as 

a trade representative. He became the General Manager at the beginning of 1971 and continued his tenure in the 

company until June 30, 1981. Dr. Zinner was responsible for developing the pulp and paper business of Ekman in the 

former Eastern Bloc. He also expanded the service and engineering business for foundry machines in former 

Yugoslavia, Romania, and Bulgaria, in collaboration with Ekman's office in Dusseldorf. Additionally, he was involved 

in sourcing various materials, including watches, clothing, and electronics. Ekman Sweden conducted sales and 

sourcing activities in several Asian markets such as South Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, and China. 

In June 1981, Dr. Zinner joined Wilfried Heinzel AG and became a member of the board. Following the retirement of 

Mr. Wilfried Heinzel, Dr. Zinner became a co-owner of Wilfried Heinzel AG, holding a 36% stake. At that time, 

Wilfried Heinzel AG owned Papermill Ortman and Papierfabrik Laakirchen. During Dr. Zinner's tenure as the CEO of 

Wilfried Heinzel AG, the company transformed from a small trading company with a trading volume of 100,000 tons 

in 1982 into a truly international trading and marketing company with subsidiaries in various countries and a trading 

volume of approximately 2 million tons. In 2000, Wilfried Heinzel AG acquired Zellstoff Pöls AGi and initiated a 

modernization and development program, which transformed the mill into a producer of 500,000 tons of pulp and 

almost 300,000 tons of paper. Another notable industrial acquisition was Biocell Paskov a.s.ii in 2001. Dr. Heinz 

Zinner remained with Wilfried Heinzel AG until June 30, 2003. In February 2004, he was honorediii by the President of 

the Austrian Republic with an honorary award for his services and contributionsiv to the country and business 

development. 

From 2001 to 2016v, Dr. Zinner served as the President of KSV1870vi, an Austrian credit insurance and debt collection 

company. 

Since January 24, 2003, Dr. Zinner has been the CEO of Pulp Mill Holding GmbH. In 2022, he became the ultimate 

beneficial owner of Pulp Mill Holding GmbH. 

Since 2003, Dr. Zinner has also managed Obstbau Zinner, an agricultural business involved in the cultivation, storage, 

processing, and sale of apples. This business is owned by A&HZ Privatstiftung, a private foundation established by the 

Zinner family. 

 

i https://www.zellstoff-poels.at/en/ 
ii https://www.lenzing.com/cs/lenzing-group/locations/lenzing-biocel-paskov/ 
iii https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20040212_OTS0131/bartenstein-ueberreichte-ehrenzeichen-anpersoenlichkeiten-
des-wirtschaftslebens 
iv https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decoration_of_Honour_for_Services_to_the_Republic_of_Austria 
v https://www.ksv.at/pressemeldungen/neuer-praesident-fuer-ksv1870 
vi The Kreditschutzverband von 1870 (KSV1870) is an economically and politically independent association for creditor protection 
in Austria, representing the interests of over 30,000 voluntary members. KSV1870 positions itself as a leading business platform 
that minimizes the economic risks of its clients through its solutions and thereby significantly contributes to the success of their 
businesses. 

                                                           


